DIARY OF MCKEE BRIDGE

Dear reader,

I am the historic MeKee Covered Bridge leiting vou read what ['ve written in my diary
these many vears. 'm not a skilled writer and you are nol a covered bridge, so no doubt it will
gel boring along the way. [ don't care. The early history hera in southern Oregon and my Qiture
is the most important thing  11"s impossible 1o list all the names of my wonderful supporters
which would fill every pape in this diary,

hAY BECGIMMIMNG

[ was bom in 1917, 10 parents Mr, and Mrs. Jackson County. They had hired a professional
bridge builder, Jason {or Jaston) Hartman, whe with his tvo sens delivered me as well a3 over 200 more
bridpes of all stzes and kinds in the connty,

I was named McKee because Mr. Adelbert (Deb) MceKee donated the land for me. | wondered
who this man was o let me hve here, 5o 1 searched to find more about him, His MeKee nome started in
Scotland and was spelled MeKie. It changed later, perhiops when descendant were later in northermn
Irelund. Then i America it was found in Virginia, Chio, and Sullivan Co. Missourd, where Deb was
bormn in 1832 to parents John and Maryum McKee. That same vear the family left with Deb and his older
sisler. as well as other relatives i eovered wagons for the long trip to Oregon. arriving here in Aupust
1833, They camped below a small mounlain later called Roxy Ann (in Medford). That was the name ol
Jolin MeKees aunt who was with them.

John was a blacksmith and found work in Jacksenville's booming gold mines near by, However,
he soen moved o gold mines at Log fown (now halfway from Jacksonville 1o Ruch). That is where he
and his family staycd for many years, When the miners ran oul of picks, John invented a Strap Eye cne
that the miers liked better. Maryum had brought a cherished rose with her from Missourd and plunted it
in their frone yard, [t now is seen along the highway, the only thing lefi from Logtown. She had also
given birth to twelve more children there, Deh grew up mining with his father and brothers until he had
envugh money to buy this farm where he and his wife resided.

They boarded the school teachers and operated an overnight stage stop when the Cost Side road
wirs buill in 1907, Sadly, on New Years Day, that vear, they had lost a son, Arthur “Burt” age 27, badly
erusher in the Blue Ledae mine. He was one of 13. Then they [nst their stage stop and residence with a
fire on June 10, 1904, They rebuilt a larger house and continued their stage stop. Fortunately, the
Hartman’s in 1917 had a good place to stay and leave their equipment. The most inferesting was a wheel
wrench, al lewst len feet tall. It took four or five men to turm it in which to tighlen nuls and large steel
rods, It had heen used by Jason®s father in the 1800,

The local people kepl coming to see my progress and admired what they saw, as they had never
seen a covered bridge betore. The equipment the Hartman's were using was fascinating and some
olfered Lo help. Little did they know, af that time [ would someday become a “jewel” in their
neighbarhond.

An mleresling lale told by the two Hartman sons was about having an old horse named Topsy
who was traincd to walk out over the water on two 2 by 125 in order 1o bring a heam into place. Sadly,
after breaking his feg. they had (o shoot him. Thank goodness, it wasa't here.

Thave 2 112 f. span, and live 43 feet above the Applegate River, the highest for a covered
bridge here in Chrepgon, and the second maost visited and photographed. 1 enjoy having these statistics to
brag about, bul wonder who is first with visitations and photographed?

I dien’t think there was a dedicstion ceremony for me or my sibling, the Cameron bridee, buile the
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MINE ENINNGS AND ME
{1917-19-27-30)

When my sibling and Twere built in 1917, it ended the bad situation on Dead Horse Hill, We
were g0 honored in hearing all the pood praises we received. However, some of the horses with wagons,
or buggies, hud problems m getting accustomed (o us. My wooden floor and dark interior cawsed them o
be terrilied, and they raced through like bolts of lighining, while athers were led with a covering over
their gyes. | didn't mind the horses as much as the farmer's callle, when being taken to the higher ranges
in the early spring, they lefi my foors wilh cow pies, and then wheels from the traffic splaticred it all
aver. The rainy season added mud. and the dust in sommer, made my smuses and longs miscrable,
especially when the wind storms started blowing il around.

| endered this year afler year, bt there were many good things, such as the school teacher and
children, being ahle to usc me instead of the trolley. | can still hear those jovful children shouting for
echocs, and their oo rcn o get out of my dark interior. Some rode a8 homse to school which they were
unublc to do hefore as there were not easy crossings.

During the firsl World war, many young men had left 1o serve, sume leaving the mine and hoping
o return, In 1918, the ming started struggling due to many other factors, one being the death of the
owner, and some other copper mines elsewherg wore found 10 be more profitahle, so the Blue Ledge
eveniually closed in 1919, when 1 was only two years ald.

However, the people were so geateful In having me, and [ continued for many years 1o be in good
hewlth, uniil the winter of 1927 when 1 was badly injured by a terrible snowstorm, and the Mloading river
with huge logs and debris, rushed down with such foree, it tore out much of my south side, and nearly
knocked me ofl my piers, | was in great agony, and so shocked o sce my west approach completely
swept away. Many bridees have been lost in such floods, and | would have suffercd that fate also, if |
had not been ul such » high clevation. Even with my pain, | thought ahowut the people. now being unable
i ume me. There was oo way foc the children on the west side 10 get 1o the pew  Beaver Creel school
hrouse, ubout a mile up on the cast side.

Then | awoke early one moming to much noice going on af my west enlrance, where same men
were pulling up a ladder for the children to climb and go on W school. | was so grateful and happy lor
them, and soon afier that, my approach was rebuilt and the gaps in my south side were replaced.

To my greal surprise, the traffic inereased lrom the Blue Ledpe Mine, when it re-opened in 1929,
Sewn there would be trucks filled with copper are again. | heard the following from Mrs. Blossom Flury,
She and her first hushand worked there, he a pipe litler und she, a eaok. There were just a lew buildings
lell und sbhout 25 to 30 men were emploved. Most of them stayed in the bunkhouse. During the hard
wintar, those miners culled themselves the “Chain Goang,” o phrase vsed by priscnees, Those miners
would heat the snow with a chain, as they climhbed the mountain to go to work. By the tme the [ast man
eamc along, the trail had been beaten down several feer,

MNow, with 50 much noise from the many vre trucks rumbling across me. [ was affwd of losing
my hearing. That would be bad hecanse | 5o enjoyed hearing the nver and the school children running to
get indide oul of the rain. However. 1 was very saddened when the Blue Ledge trucks quil coming,
sometime in the early 30°s, and T knew the old Blue Ledge Mine was defmitcly finished. Evervone lell,
the unnels were closed off for safety measures, and the old huildings gradually rotied away. The local
farmers reccived the mine’s telephone line. Now, that was a blessing. Jor they could now talk 1o family,
friends and moke long distance calls.

MY NEW NEIGHDORS
(1935-36)
Inn 1935 1 watched while there was a lot ol work being done on the government land next 1o me,
The CCC boys from Camp Carberry, were making a park for camping and picoicking. Iron stoves with

By
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I had been closed Irom visitation for almost six months, during my re-doing periad, so cveryone
was excited when they heard | was ready 1o have, what | called a re-re-re-dedication on May 21, 1995, b
drew another nice crowd lor the coremaony.,

The McKee Brdee quilt and cards were on display and paintings of me on my old boards, were
for sule. County representative Jue Strabl, and John R, Bridge Committee Chainman, were the speakers.
Others in the crowd told about their time there i earlier vears and how [ was being saved by being
“Hastorie™! Pearl MeKee Bynie, age 96, cut the ribbon again! Bless Her,

The cersimony ended with western music by Connie Fowler and her band, playing like it was for
the President of the United States. ITT had legs, | would huve started dancing!

After the preat dedication in May. the inspectors, in Chetober, said the trees near me, needed
triznaming, in helping me breath. Chris Logan, who had the necessary equipment, came lor several days,
and about five McKee Bridge members weee there to help.

Later, Chairman John I who had a helicopter friend. offered to fly over the bridge to blow
lcafs off. N created much exciiement there but | was really tomified because I didnt know what was
gaing an.

PRESERVATION COMMITTEE GONE AND THE FIRST MCKEE BRIDGE DAY
{ 109E-949)

Since 1991, the McKee Dridee Preservation Commities, with only six members, had done such a
godid job in taking care ol me, which | greatly appreciuted. 1 enjoyed being in such good shape for seven
vears, when very bad news caime that they were without necessury lunds for my up-keep. So, here | was
again, having to deul with who was poing lo suve me, Even though [ was in good shape, | ¢ould not stop
WOEFYing.

The conumitiee considered trying to form a Society mstead of being a commiliee group.
lnformation on how to proceed was nesded, so Huncom Historical Socicty”s president. Reeve Hennion,
was contacted, as he had been successful in that society's formation,

The Commitice invited him. when they met November 18, 1998, and | waited and wailed,
without any news on how it twmed out. The cold December rain chilled my weary bones, and my
thoughts were nul plessant. Perhaps this would be my last winter, especially if a heavy snow stonm
came, consmg mone weighl on my weaken body.

Dl ot through that winter quite well, and the Committee was still coming to replace signanre
buards, one thme painting my railings and keeping my Noors clean. 1 actually felt quite well and enjoyed
my visitors, especinlly the summer ones. who came to plenic and swim.

It was unusual w not hear anything aboul my luture for 3 whole vear. Then on January 7, 199% a
meeting was held and voled to apply for organizing o MeKee Bridge Historical Society, Five bourd
members, were later elected at a meeting on January 29, The By-lays and Articles of Incorporation were
read, approved and Gled with the secretary of Stule on February 22, 1999, with notification soen coming
back favorable! The Comminee was so thankful and happy and 1 cried tears of jov!

Evervone was so happy ahout the news, and %4 new memberships came forth, in a short period of
tinke. Cxcitenent grew when an old 1930 photogmph, belonging to Gladys Williams (snother dasgliter
of Pearl McKee Byime), wes found among her other photos. It showed a white painted circle with 1917
in the middle, high above my front portal, an the cast side. (Sometime later, the bridge portals had been
painted white). The Sociely wanted the circle with 1917 hack on, so Bob Jackson’s doughter, Tammy,
made a patiemn and it was soon painted on my portal for everyone o see. There is no photo of any other
county covered bridges with similar additions, so thal makes me really proud and eager to show it on the
very first MeKee Bridge Day,

It happened on June 20, 1990 and was held in the park. Invitations had gone for people 10 come
castirmed [oe an old duy summer event. The hest costime would win a prive while in a parade led by boy
scouls and ehifdren. The younger children would have buckets and wooden spoons {instead of drums).
They lined up in front of me and marched through the park. One ludy rode a stick horse, which made
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winuld have an interesting areay of cafile items to add to cur nsual vendors, baked poods, music, food and
displays.

The musenm would start arriving weekends from | to 4 pm at their vsval spol near me after
sehool is out. It would also be ut Applegate Valley Day at Canteall-Buekley Park on Tune22, from 10am
to 3 pm.

They histed the names of their board of directors at the end of their lefter which may be ol
mierest becanse two of them has been involved al the very beginning of my first restoration mesting in
1987 at the Star Ranger Station. Since then, they have been on a comeiitier, a seeretary, or board
member of all my bridge savers geoup. Guess which ones. President; Bob Wan Heuit, Treasurer; Strib
Schussman, Secretary: Marilyn Van Hewit, Thirector at large: Bob Jackson, Barbara Mumhbla, Dale
Petrasek, Sharon Schussman, and Paul Tipton. Honorary Director, Evelyn Willams.  (Barbara Mumblo
and Evelvn Williams are the ones).

MCKEE BRIDGE HAS A BETTER ATTITUDE
(2004-15-186)

In 2004 work was stll poing on that year for my surgeries and replacements, OPEC is welding
two support beams aow, which will be supported by abulments 1257 lang and will move them on o me
one at a tine, and roll eul on rallers part way and then pull to the other side. These will support the nerth
sicle first so the north side woik will oceur [irsl. The rotled area will be fixed where and old splice was
dong, Epoxy will be injected in all the crucks, smoothed, and textured (helps preserve strenght of the
mn:mhur} They are working four 10 hour days so nol there on Pridays. By the middle of the first week
(Mo 2 }all work should be done on the north truss, Palnning to replace the ronf in December won't
work during had weather. All of my roof will be coversd with plastic while working on it

{Mekee Dridpe Duy m 2004 was canceled because so much was poing on elsewhere and | think
the Society needed a break, They did participate in Applegate Valley Days, April 15, at Cantral] Buckley
Park and had a ralfle. ice cream, root beer MNoats and baked goodsj,

My restoration was completed in February 2015, and told T was stronger now then when 1 was
built 88 years apo. Thal 35 the best news I'd had in 3 long time and so thankful the cement bridge up
strearm, ook my place, which saved me from beinp destroved.

People lad been invited to come see my restaration on MeKee Bridpe Doy June [3, 1915, It
staried with a ribbon cutting at 11 am to celebrate my restoration. A wonderful display of quilts were
shown in my interior and there were children erafting mindarre paper boats in which o race down the
farmer’s ditch. There was 30K30 raffle music by Don Doshier and OFF the Wall music and moce!
Everyone enjoyed the food, baked sale, craft sale and ete. The Society reported it was the best McKee
Bridae Day so fur, and [ agree! (They decided 1o not have one in 1916 as it was so much wark),

An August 11 meeting of the Hertlage Association was here and the McKee Bridge Annual
memberslip meeting was at noon, Sept.10, 2006, 1 enjoy having a place for the meetings and hear
what’s going on in this wonderful Applesate Valley.

MCEEE BRIDGE DAY AND CEEEBRATION
deLT)

vz 1H] years old ind817 and sy Society bad a wonderful Centennial Celebration for me, Tune
1 from 10 to 3. (That's why they didn’t have one in 1916, 20 [ was surprised!) Everyone was urged (o
come dressed in period elothing fitting for 100 vears ago and there were prizes awards during the event
for those chosen as the best ones.

There was wonderful music by e Old Time Fiddlers playing from 11 to 1, then cowboy poet and
balladeer, Buteh Martin and singer/songwriter Christina Lynn Martin performed original songs ahout me
arid the early day mining area. Cowbaoy hillbilly poel, Merle Ming |, did his bit on stage from 1 102 with
hiy local wir,

The local antique engine club browpht their variely of eagines for display again and the Stray



Cats Club from Jacksonville, was invited 1o show (heir classic cars as well as the local Pomwhe club who
would end their poker run here.

There was a lerpe group of sclected artisty and venders, as well as callle items wnd anction
chipices up to 5200, and a standard 50030 rallle.

The Applegate Lions, wha has been doing the Tood bit for many yvears, was there again with
their tr-up sandwiches, My adopted parents did the usual lee cream root beer floats, salad and baked
foods, Thore were McKee Bridge Centenninl Tee shirts and other items for sale at our museum.

To me, the most impomant and special friend in amendance. was Bill Cockrell. He and his son
eame all the way Irom Salem, Oregon. Hill is a photographer and historian who has researched more
than 600 historie covered bridges in the state. He co-founded the Covered Bridpe Socicty of Oregon in
1978, nnd was president of the socicty and cditor of the quanerly magazine (The Bridge Temder) for over
25 years. He and his brother have written two Oregon covered bridee books and he wrote another one m
2008, All of these books and magmane are filled with photos and miormation abowt each one.

As | seid i the very begianing of this diary, | don’t care what you think about my writings. I is
cnding now. I you really want me fo live on for fulure gencrations, please become a member of the
McKee Bndge Historical Society or donale o generous amaunt, L doing that, T conld be around 1o
cclehrate my 200™.

Your truly,
MeKee Bridge
Hox 854, Jacksonville, Orepon 97530



